Code Amendments related to Council Policies and Land Development Manual Appendices
June 19, 2012
Issue #1: Sunset of Council Policy 600-04: Standards for Right-of-Way and Improvements
§142.0670
(a)

Standards for Public Improvements

Streetscape and street improvements shall be constructed in accordance with the
applicable adopted Council Policies, the standards established in the Land Development
Manual, and the following regulations:
(1) through (2) [No change.]
(3)

All private improvements in the public right-of-way shall comply with the
provisions for encroachments in Chapter 12, Article 9, Division 7, adopted
Council Policies, and the standards established in the Land Development Manual.

(4)

Public street improvements shall comply with the applicable regulations in the
Land Development Code, adopted Council Policies, and the standards established
in the Land Development Manual.

(5)

Where, in the course of development of private property, a driveway is abandoned
and is no longer suited for vehicular use, the property owner shall remove the
depressed curb section and apron and restore the public right-of-way to the
satisfaction of the City Engineer.

(5)(6) [No change in text.]
(6)(7) [No change in text.]
(b)

Sewer and wastewater facilities shall be constructed in accordance with the requirements
in Municipal Code Chapter 6, Article 4 (Sewers), adopted Council Policies, and the
standards established in the Land Development Manual.

(c)

Water distribution and storage facilities shall be constructed in accordance with the
requirements in Municipal Code Chapter 6, Article 7 (Water System), adopted Council
Policies, and the standards established in the Land Development Manual.

(d)

Drainage facilities shall be constructed in accordance with the requirements in Chapter
14, Article 2, Division 2 (Drainage Regulations), adopted Council Policies, and the
standards established in the Land Development Manual.

(e)

Street lights shall be constructed in accordance with adopted Council Policies, and the
standards established in the Land Development Manual.

(f)

[No change.]

1

Code Amendments related to Council Policies and Land Development Manual Appendices
June 19, 2012
§144.0231

Right-of-Way Improvements and Land Development for Tentative Maps

The subdivider shall improve public rights-of-way and perform land development work as
required in this article and in accordance with the conditions of the resolution approving the
tentative map as follows:
(a)

Streets in and adjacent to all lots within the subdivision shall be improved in accordance
with adopted land use plan policies established by the City Council and the Land
Development Manual;

(b)

Pedestrian access shall be provided along all streets and to all lots within the subdivision
in accordance with adopted land use plan policies established by the City Council and the
Land Development Manual;

(c) through (d) [No change.]
(e)

Public transportation improvements shall be constructed and financed in accordance with
the adopted land use plan policies established by the City Council to adequately support
the development of public transportation programs in areas where traffic congestion is
projected at build-out and to fulfill any traffic mitigation requirements of the project’s
environmental review;

(f) through (g) [No change.]
______________________________________________________________________________
Issue #2: Sunset of Council Policy 600-12: Street Names
Chapter 12: Land Development Reviews
Article 5: Subdivision Procedures
Division 11: Naming of Public Streets and Other Rights-of-Way
§125.1101

Purpose of the Procedures to Name a Street or Other Rights-of-Way

The purpose is to carefully select names for public streets and other rights-of-way to protect the
public health, safety and welfare in consideration of the multi-agency computer aided dispatch
service for police, fire, and paramedic vehicles and the policies and procedures of the United
States Postal Service. It is the intent that the City avoid duplication and confusing similarity
between public streets and other rights-of-way within the City, and with other cities and
unincorporated areas in the County of San Diego.
§125.1105

When Approval is Required to Name a Public Street or Other Rights-of-Way

Approval from the City Engineer is required for any request to assign a name to a public street or
other rights-of-way, which for this section includes: a private street, private driveway, park
street, or alley.
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§125.1110

How to Apply for Approval to Name a Public Street or Other Rights-of-Way

A request to assign a name to a public street, private street, private driveway, park street, or alley
shall be submitted in accordance with Section 112.1102 and the Land Development Manual.
§125.1115

Decision Process for Requests to Name a Public Street or Other Rights-ofWay or to Change the Name

(a)

A decision on a request to name a public street, private street, private driveway,
park street, or alley consistent with the standards in the Land Development
Manual shall be made by the City Engineer in accordance with Process One.

(b)

A request to change the name of an existing public street or other named public
right-of-way shall be accompanied by a petition circulated to all property owners
with property abutting along the street or right-of-way that is proposed to be
renamed and shall be made in accordance with the following:
(1)

The decision on a petition for a proposed street name change that contains
100 percent affirmative signatures from all property owners with abutting
property shall be made by the City Engineer in accordance with Process
One.

(2)

The decision on a petition for a proposed street name change that contains
less than 100 percent affirmative signatures of the property owners with
abutting property (with at least 25 percent in support) shall be made by the
City Council in accordance with Process Five, but shall not require a
Planning Commission hearing prior to City Council decision.

The criteria for City Engineer review of requests to name a public street or other rights-ofway will be transferred to the Land Development Manual. For example:
(a)

(b)

The proposed name for a public street or other rights-of-way shall comply with
the following:
(1)

Does not duplicate an existing street name;

(2)

Does not bear the name of a recognized community, unless the street or
right-of-way would be located within that community;

(3)

Lists only the last name of an individual if proper names are used; and

(4)

Must list an identifying prefix or suffix in the name for any private street.

Streets may be named after City employees that have died in the line of duty
using the last name of the individual only.
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Comment [a3j1]: This is a new threshold that
was added at suggestion of CPC subcommittee.
Comment [a3j2]: The language in (b)1) and (2)
was reworked based on direction from the CPC
subcommittee. The subcommittee discussed
requiring a Planning Commission hearing, but did
not make a motion specific to this point.
Comment [a3j3]: A fee is already on the City’s
fee schedule for street naming, but may not cover the
cost of changing street signs, freeway directional
signs, or other work necessary because of a street
name change. We may need to take forward a new
fee with the ordinance.

Comment [a3j4]: Suggestion from Joe LaCava
to add “…or neighborhood…”.

Comment [a3j5]: The applicant must include an
identifying prefix or suffix to indicate that a street or
driveway is private.
Comment [a3j6]: CPC subcommittee
recommended 5-0 to delete subsection (b) from the
Land Development Manual draft. Eliminating this
does not preclude a street from being named after
such individuals.
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(c)

New street or other right-of-way names shall not be shown on any tentative map
or final map until they have been approved by the City Engineer.

(d)

The limits of all streets, public or private, assigned names by the City shall be
shown on subdivision maps or dedication plats on file with the City Engineer.

______________________________________________________________________________
Issue #3: Sunset of Council Policy 600-16: Major Structures Spanning the Right-of Way
§126.0502

When a Site Development Permit is Required

(a) through (d) [No change]
(e)

A Site Development Permit decided in accordance with Process Five is required
for the following types of development.
(1) through (4) [No change]
(5)

§129.0710

Development in accordance with Section 129.0710(c) that includes major
underground or overhead structures which extend into the public right-ofway farther than the ultimate curb line, or other encroachments which in
the opinion of the City Manager are of sufficient public interest to warrant
City Council approval.

How to Apply for a Public Right-of-Way Permit

An application for a Public Right-of-Way Permit shall be submitted in accordance with Sections
112.0102 and 129.0105. The submittal requirements for Public Right of-Way Permits are listed
in the Land Development Manual. A development permit or other discretionary approval is
required prior to issuance of a Public Right-of-Way Permit for the following:
(a)

If the proposed encroachment involves construction of a privately owned structure or
facility into the public right-of-way dedicated for a street or an alley, and where the
applicant is the record owner of the underlying fee title, a Neighborhood Development
Permit is required in accordance with Section 126.0402 (j) except for the following:
(1)

Private hardscape improvements in the public right-of-way including ramps
required to accommodate required access for disabled persons;

(2)

Fences or walls that meet the following criteria:
(A)

There is no present use for the subject public right-of-way;
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(b)

(c)

(B)

The proposed encroachment is consistent with the underlying zone, city
standards, and policies:

(C)

The proposed encroachment shall be 3 feet or less in height.

(3)

The encroachment is permitted under Chapter 6, Article 2, Division 11 (Utilities)
or as a private underground utility service to the applicants property.

(4)

The encroachment is permitted under Section 141.0619(b) (Pushcarts).

(5)

The encroachment is permitted under Chapter 6, Article 2, Division 10
Newsracks).

(6)

The encroachment is permitted under Section 141.0621 (Sidewalk Cafes).

(7)

Temporary monitoring wells in the public right-of-way.

(8)

Major underground or overhead structures that extend into the public right-of-way
beyond the ultimate curb line that require a Site Development Permit in
accordance with Section 129.0710(c).

If the proposed encroachment is erected, placed, constructed, established or maintained in
the public right-of-way when the applicant is not the record owner of the property on
which the encroachment will be located, a Site Development Permit is required in
accordance with Section 126.0502(d)(7), except for the following:
(1)

Encroachments listed in Section 129.0710(a)(4) through (7)

(2)

Underground utility connections to a public main shall require a Neighborhood
Development Permit in accordance with Section 126.0402(j).

(3)

Temporary monitoring wells in the public right-of-way.

(3)

Major underground or overhead structures that extend into the public right-of-way
beyond the ultimate curb line that require a Site Development Permit Process Five
in accordance with Section 129.0710(c).

If the proposed encroachment includes major underground or overhead structures
structures which extend into the public right-of-way farther than the ultimate curb line, or
other encroachments which, in the opinion of the City Manager, are of sufficient public
interest to warrant City Council approval, the item shall be scheduled for early
consideration by the City Council in accordance with Council Policy 600-16, a Site
Development Permit Process Five shall be obtained in accordance with Section
126.0502(e) prior to the issuance of a Public Right-of-Way Permit.

______________________________________________________________________________
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Comment [a3j7]: This is already covered by
subsection (b)(1) which provides exception for (a)
(1) through (7) that includes temporary monitoring
wells.
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Issue #4: Sunset of Council Policy 600-21: Subdivision Agreements
125.0640

Approval Requirements for a Final Map

(a)

A final map may not be approved unless the final map and any associated
documents have been prepared in accordance with the Land Development
Manual, the required fees and deposits have been paid, and all other conditions of
the tentative map and any other associated permits have been met.

(b)

The City Manager may enter into, amend or extend all agreements related to the
approval of the final map in accordance with the Subdivision Map Act. The City
Manager’s decision to approve or disapprove any documents or agreements may
be appealed to the City Council in accordance with Section 125.0630 and the
Subdivision Map Act.

(c)

In order to approve a final map for a condominium conversion, the City Engineer
shall find that:
(1)

The subdivider has given tenant notice in accordance with section
125.0431;

(2)

The subdivider has provided the tenant relocation benefits required by
Chapter 14, Article 4, Division 5 (Condominium Conversion Regulations)
or has entered into an agreement with the City pursuant to section
125.0640(b) to secure provision of the tenant relocation benefits; and

(3)

The applicant has complied with all applicable tenant relocation
requirements.
______________________________________________________________________________
Issue #5: Sunset of Council Policy 600-25: Underground Conversion of Utility Lines at
Developer Expense
§144.0240

Utilities Requirements for Tentative Maps

Where utilities already exist, new subdivisions shall be designed so that the utilities are in proper
locations or else provide for their reconstruction in locations approved by the utility agencies
concerned.
(a)

[No change.]

(b)

Privately owned utilities shall be provided as follows.
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(1) through (4) [No change.]
(5)

(c)
144.0242

The subdivider or public utility company may apply for waiver of the
requirements of this section as part of an application for the tentative map.
The Planning Commission or, in the case of parcel maps, the Hearing
Officer, may waive the requirements of this section in accordance with
City Council policy Section 144.0242.

[No change.]
Waiver of the Requirements to Underground Privately Owned Utility
Systems and Service Facilities

(a)

The installation of utilities underground is considered to be a public benefit through the
improvement of the environment and enhancement of the quality of life. However, it is
recognized that there are circumstances as identified in Section 144.0242(c) where a
waiver of the undergrounding requirement in Section 144.0240(b) would be appropriate
because conversion of overhead utility facilities would be impractical from a technical or
financial standpoint or would have minimal aesthetic impact.

(b)

Process. Requests to waive the undergrounding requirement in Section 144.0240(b) shall
be considered concurrently with the approval of a tentative map or amendment thereto
and documented in the findings for tentative map approval.

(c)

A request for waiver of the requirements in Section 144.0240(b) will be considered based
on documentation provided by the applicant as it relates to the following:
(1)

Documentation that supports the following adverse timing or planning
considerations:
(A)

(B)

(2)

That the conversion involves undergrounding of utilities that are already
scheduled to occur in the near term as a utility company financed
undergrounding project per PUC 8209 or as part of the City’s utility
underground program, or
That the conversion involves a short span of overhead facility (less than a
full block in length) and would not represent a logical extension to an
underground facility.

Documentation that the requirement to underground would be an inordinate cost
to the development taking into consideration:
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Comment [a3j8]: This section includes
examples of what an applicant may bring forward to
support their request for underground waiver. The
decision maker must be able to make the applicable
findings to approve the TM if a waiver of the
undergrounding requirement is requested as part of
the project. (See Section 125.0440 for TM findings.)

Comment [a3j9]: This state law reference may
have changed since Council Policy was adopted.
Update accordingly with City Attorney.
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(3)

(A)

Whether the conversion would involve substantial investment in
temporary facilities such as cable poles or temporary recruiting.

(B)

Whether the conversion would require a significant amount of work to
occur offsite of the development as a result.

(C)

Whether the cost of conversion would increase the cost per unit for
proposed residential development by more than one percent.

(D)

Whether regardless of the conversion, a large transmission line (60,000
volts or larger) would still remain overhead.

Documentation that the requested waiver will not create a long term visual or
functional impact to any streets, sidewalks or the public realm in conflict with
adopted land use plan policies.

(d)

Appeals. The decision to approve or deny a waiver may be appealed to a higher decision
maker by filing an appeal of the tentative map action in accordance with Section
112.0506 or 112.0508 as applicable to the tentative map action.
______________________________________________________________________________
Issue #6: Sunset of Council Policy 600-37: Development Agreements
§124.0104

Decision Process for Development Agreements

A decision on an application for a Development Agreement shall be made in accordance with
Process Five and in the following manner:
(a)

(b)

Planning Commission Recommendation. The Planning Commission shall hold a public
hearing to consider whether to recommend approval or denial of the Development
Agreement in accordance with Section 112.0509(b). and shall include written findings
specifying the facts and information relied upon by the Planning Commission in making
its recommendation. A copy of the resolution shall be filed with the City Clerk and with
the City Manager and shall include written findings specifying the facts and information
relied upon by the Planning Commission in making its recommendation.
City Council Action. The City Council may approve or deny a Development Agreement
after receiving the Planning Commission’s recommendation. If the Planning Commission
does not make a recommendation within 45 60 calendar days of the initial Planning
Commission hearing, the City Council shall may take action on the Development
Agreement by ordinance. The City Council’s action is final.
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Comment [a3j10]: Reorganized language in
subsections (a) and (b) to be consistent with the
Process Five procedures as they relate to PC
recommendations and PC failure to act within 60
days.
Comment [a3j11]: Made this time period
consistent with existing time period for Process Five
decisions, which is 60 days.
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(c)

City Council Finding. To approve a Development Agreement, the City Council must find
(1)

That the Development Agreement is consistent with the applicable land use plans,
Local Coastal Program, and City policies. the Land Development Code; and

(2)

That the Development Agreement will provide significant public benefit that
otherwise could not reasonably be derived or provided except through the
Development Agreement.

(d)

Notice of Denial. If a Development Agreement is denied, the City Clerk shall mail a
notice of the denial to the applicant and to the Planning Commission no later than 10
business days after the denial.
______________________________________________________________________________
Issue #7: Repeal of Land Development Manual Appendix C: Equestrian Trails and
Facilities
No code amendments are necessary.
______________________________________________________________________________
Issue #8: Repeal of Land Development Manual Appendix G: Solar Design Guidelines for
Subdivisions and Planned Residential Developments
No code amendments are necessary.
______________________________________________________________________________
Issue #9: Repeal of Land Development Manual Appendix K: Off-Premises Subdivision
Directional Signs
§142.1255

Temporary Secondary Signs in Commercial and Industrial Zones

(a) through (i) [No change in text.]
(j)

Off-premises Directional and Identification Signs for Subdivisions Off-premises
directional and identification signs for subdivisions shall comply with the Temporary
Off-premises Subdivision Directional Signs, Locational Criteria, Construction and
Maintenance Standards of the Land Development Manual.
(1)

Off-premises Directional and Identification Signs for Subdivisions must pertain to
a subdivision within the City of San Diego with dwelling units or lots that are
being offered for sale.
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(2)

Off-premises Directional and Identification Signs for Subdivisions shall comply
with the following regulations.
(A)

The signs shall not be placed in the public right-of-way or on public
property.

(B)

The signs may be placed on private property only with the consent of the
property owner.

(C)

Sign copy may contain the name of the subdivision, name of the developer
or subdivider of record, a descriptor of the development (i.e. single family,
condos, etc.), and address or directional arrow. No information regarding
other subdivision features, prices, or loans is permitted on the sign face.

(D)

Signs shall be located within 3 miles of the subdivision with at least 300
feet between signs (except that signs may be located closer at the corner of
a major intersection).

(E)

A maximum of 8 off-premises signs are permitted per subdivision.

(F)

Signs shall be a maximum of 16 square feet in sign area.

(G)

Signs shall comply with a maximum height of 8 feet.

(H)

Signs shall not exceed a height of 3 feet within a visibility area. For
determination of the visibility area see Chapter 11, Article 3, Division 2
(Rules for Calculation and Measurement).

(I)

Flags, banners, streamers, and pennants may not be placed on or near the
signs.
______________________________________________________________________________
Issue #10: Repeal of Land Development Manual Appendix L: Transit Oriented
Development Guidelines
No code amendments are necessary.
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